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HOW TO
FACT CHECKING TOOLS



ANYONE CAN SHARE MISINFORMATION

Anyone can fall prey to disinformation, including 
politicians and celebrities.

Both examples use old images to illustrate real events.
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TO AVOID THE TRAPS OF MISINFORMATION
10TIPS

01 Does the article you are reading provide at least 
one source of information? An article that 

mentions no source(s) – name of author, where 
it originated or which organisation first 

published it – may not be credible.

Is the title consistent with the details in the 
article? Does the quotation in the title re-appear in 
the body of the text? If not, this is possibly another
indication of manipulation.

Is the Twitter or Instagram account or Facebook 
page duly certified? Most public figures, media 
outlets, NGOs and international bodies display a 
“blue badge” which can be considered as 
authentication.

When reading a Facebook page or web article, click 
on the “about us” tab to get a better idea of the 
author, as it might be an activist or satirical site.

Always check where an image comes from: the 
InVID plug-in allows you, with a simple right click, to 
search for photographic sources and analyse video 
material. In many cases, manipulated images are 
used outside of their original context.
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If a story seems hard to believe, an article is full of 
adjectives like “extraordinary” or “fantastic”, or a 

sensational title promises to reveal “the hidden 
truth about” and is full of exclamation marks, then 

read other articles dealing with the same 
subject.

Check any comments that may appear below the 
article or publication: internet users sometimes 

provide backed-up arguments that contradict what 
has been written or provide links to more 

responsible articles with more solid foundations.

The page in question is full of suspicious, invasive 
publicity: beware, you’re almost certainly browsing 

an unreliable site whose sole aim is to display 
clickbait and increase its advertising income.

Make regular visits to fact checking and 
verification websites such as the UK’s Full Fact, 

Africa’s AfricaCheck or AFP Factuel by AFP. 
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Remember to check the publication date – old 
articles are frequently recycled and republished 

to serve a political purpose.
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https://www.afp.com/en/agency/medialab/invid
https://fullfact.org/
https://africacheck.org/
https://factuel.afp.com/


VERIFYING PHOTO AND VIDEO ONLINE
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 Who took the photo/video?

 Where did they take it?

 When did they take it?

 Why did they take it?

 What does the photo/video really show?



02
MISLEADING CONTENT

01
SATIRE OR PARODY

● No intention to cause harm 
but has potential to fool.

●Misleading use of information 
to frame an issue or individual.

03
IMPOSTER CONTENT

●When genuine sources are 
impersonated.

04
FABRICATED CONTENT

● News content is 100% 
false, designed to deceive 
and do harm.

05
FALSE CONTEXT

●When genuine information 
is shared with false context.

06
FALSE CONTENT

●When genuine content 
is shared with false 
contextual information.

WHAT ARE WE TALKING ABOUT?

07
MANIPULATED CONTENT

●When genuine information 
or imagery is manipulated 
to deceive.
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PICTURE USED IN WRONG CONTEXTSATIRICAL WEBSITE … OR DOCTORED

DIFFERENT TYPES OF MISINIFORMATION



ESSENTIAL TOOL TO SEE IF A PICTURE OR VIDEO HAS ALREADY APPEARED ON THE INTERNET

2

Click, copy or load image/video

1
SAVE/COPY THE IMAGE

7

REVERSE IMAGE SEARCH

THEN RUN IT THROUGH A REVERSE IMAGE SEARCH
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REVERSE IMAGE SEARCH

3 ANALYSE THE RESULT

ESSENTIAL TOOL TO SEE IF A PICTURE OR VIDEO HAS ALREADY APPEARED ON THE INTERNET

 Similar images are displayed first

 Followed by pages that include matching images

 Notice when pages with the same image were 
published 

 Scroll through all the results

 Check the webpages’ sources – are they reliable?



 Many internet pages have been archived.

 So, if a page has been deleted if or you 

are looking for a past version of a page, 

check the Wayback Machine.

 Archive claims or pages so you can still have access 

to them if they are deleted.

9

PAST VERSIONS OF THE WEB

https://archive.org/web/


RETROUVEZ-NOUS SUR

afp.com

BE SKEPTICAL
CHECK, DOUBLE CHECK 
AND THEN CHECK AGAINfactcheck.afp.com

FIND US ON
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